PREFACE
PROFESSEDLY a text-book, this volume, while not pretend-
ing to be an exhaustive history of the subject, aims to give
more than a superficial outline containing a summary of trite
generalizations. The merits which the author has sought to
incorporate are (i) to furnish a body of historical facts suffi-
cient to give the student concrete material from which to
form generalizations; (2) to suggest, chiefly by classification
of this material, interpretations such as will not consist merely
in unsupported generalizations; (3) to give, to some degree,
a flavor of the original sources of information; (4) to make
evident the relation between educational development and
other aspects of the history of civilization; (5) to deal with
educational tendencies rather than with men; (6) to show
the connection between educational theory and actual school
work in its historical development; (7) to suggest relations
with present educational work.
Containing as it does three or four times the material incor-
porated in the text-books now in use in American schools,
the extent of the work is justified in the opinion of the author
by the greater interest to be aroused in the student by con-
crete material bearing upon school life and connecting it with
mare or less familiar historical situations, and by the broader
basis which it will furnish the instructor for his work, This
more extended treatment will require but little more effort
upon the part of the student, while at the same time it will
give him far greater insight into the meaning of educational
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